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FSA State Director Message

SED Mission Launched and Accomplished visiting 41 County Offices in Virginia

The challenge was given to State Executive Director(s) to visits all service centers and county
offices in the state they lead. | launched a mission in April 2022 to start my visits to our offices
across Virginia. Each trip combined an office visit with at least one farm tour. | was able to
work jointly with employees of all USDA agencies in the service centers along with soil and
water conservation district staff members. Doing my visits, | sought to fill the roles of
Commander, Coach and Mentor. | was unsure about what | would hear or what questions the
employees might ask.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbab86a5242d241d2239208dacbf1bab5%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638046536333482268%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zozo2pKIjsql9G4Z3H%2FdUA80wgqAAPN65sYWtheVlW8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbab86a5242d241d2239208dacbf1bab5%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638046536333482268%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BkgS7mwYU29Oo7TBYxgMin6hHCeOdXyuU1bBC2JeDBw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbab86a5242d241d2239208dacbf1bab5%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638046536333482268%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r%2FhivQ2aCwiitiFMbvulm2m3XFKwj1wWz7etYUmw49o%3D&reserved=0

| did not want the employees to feel that | was there to give directions or orders. | was there
to listen.

Many times, when we talk about leadership and characteristics we think of things like integrity,
reliability, taking care of others, decision-making and helping accomplish a goal. At the end of
the day, a leader’s effectiveness will always be judged on whether missions are
accomplished. | was able to accomplish this mission over a seven-month period.

| was able to visit all four regions of the state. We started out at the top of the mountain in
Southwest Virginia, were | had a mountain view of a CREP project, fruit trees and cattle
projects all overlooking Bristol, TN.

We then had the opportunity to visit the northern counties in the Shenandoah Valley. On
this visited we had the opportunity to see robotic milkers, an FSFL storage facility and the
Homestead Creamery. Delicious food was another highlight of our tour of the southern Valley
counties. | won’t forget seeing a trout farm near Lexington where the fish were grown under a
bridge in homemade cages.

Next, we went Southeast to cool off by the water on the Eastern Shore and in other eastern
counties. We had the opportunity to visit oyster beds, crab pots and a potato operation. This
region of Virginia produces the healthiest vegetables in the area -- cabbage, cauliflower and
all varieties of tomatoes, broccoli, and greens. This was a great time to see the water and
taste the state’s “First and Finest” peanuts.

The mission was coming to an end at Southside Speedway in Chesterfield County. The tour
consisted of visiting a third-generation farmer who was utilizing just about every USDA
program with the help of an FSA microloan. Other area farmers used the same programs to
add fences and to purchase hay-making equipment. The mission was complete after visiting
three additional farms, one with 30 head of cattle and 400 rolls of hay to feed livestock.

The mission launched in Virginia was to visit 41 county offices and service centers. | can
report that it has been completed.

Also, this Thanksgiving, Virginia families and friends across the state will gather to show
gratitude for our fortune, crops and meal by sitting down together for a family dinner.

As we approach Thanksgiving, it is important that we show our gratitude for the farmers,
ranchers and forest managers who provide us food, fiber, and fuel.

Dr. Ronald M. Howell, Jr., State Executive Director

NRCS State Conservationist’s Message

Persistence and resilience are two keys to success in the field of agriculture. The landowners
we serve certainly display those traits as they adeptly navigate through the uncertainties of
weather, rising costs of inputs and fluctuating prices for the commodities they produce. Our
conservationists embody them as well, working long hours to provide outstanding technical
assistance and financial support to help our clients reach their stewardship goals.

In the coming months, this kind of resilience will be required of all NRCS employees as our
agency enters a time of change. We have numerous new programs and initiatives on the table



now and the next Farm Bill on the horizon. We're also facing a period of unusual staff turnover
at just about every level, including upper management.

On the plus side, change always opens the door for opportunity and we will soon be
promoting and onboarding a group of highly qualified conservation professionals who are
familiar with the latest advances in technologies and farm operations. Our agency has a
history of making adjustments to better serve our local producers. I'm confident we’ll
eventually look back on 2022 as another example of NRCS adapting successfully when
necessary.

Dr. Edwin Martinez Martinez, NRCS State Conservationist

Dairy Producers Can Now Enroll for 2023 Signup
for Dairy Margin Coverage

Dairy producers can now enroll for 2023 coverage through the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC)
Program, an important safety net program from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
that helps producers manage changes in milk and feed prices. Last year, USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) took steps to improve coverage, especially for small- and mid-sized
dairies, including offering a new Supplemental DMC program and updating its feed cost
formula to better address retroactive, current and future feed costs. These changes continue
to support producers through this year's signup, which begins today and ends Dec. 9, 2022.

DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers protection to dairy producers when
the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed price (the margin) falls below a
certain dollar amount selected by the producer.

So far in 2022, DMC payments to more than 17,000 dairy operations have triggered for
August for more than $47.9 million. According to DMC margin projections, an indemnity
payment is projected for September as well. At $0.15 per hundredweight for $9.50 coverage,
risk coverage through DMC is a relatively inexpensive investment.

DMC offers different levels of coverage, even an option that is free to producers, aside from a
$100 administrative fee. Limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged or a military
veteran farmers or ranchers are exempt from paying the administrative fee, if requested. To
determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage for a specific dairy operation, producers can
use the online dairy decision tool.

Supplemental DMC

Last year, USDA introduced Supplemental DMC, which provided $42.8 million in payments to
better help small- and mid-sized dairy operations that had increased production over the years
but were not able to enroll the additional production. Supplemental DMC is also available for
2023.

Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 2021, 2022 and 2023. Eligible
dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds of established production history may enroll
supplemental pounds.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdmc.dairymarkets.org%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%23%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbab86a5242d241d2239208dacbf1bab5%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638046536333638591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qn5C6Lr7zrdkVgmCTKL5YtreGEowMAFNP5uVhzxMf6Q%3D&reserved=0

For producers who enrolled in Supplemental DMC in 2022, the supplemental coverage will
automatically be added to the 2023 DMC contract that previously established a supplemental
production history.

Producers who did not enroll in Supplemental DMC in 2022 can do so now. Producers should
complete their Supplemental DMC enroliment before enrolling in 2023 DMC. To enroll,
producers will need to provide their 2019 actual milk marketings, which FSA uses to
determine established production history.

DMC Payments

Additionally, FSA will continue to calculate DMC payments using updated feed and premium
hay costs, making the program more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses. These
updated feed calculations use 100% premium alfalfa hay rather than 50%. The benefits of
these feed cost adjustments were realized in the recent August 2022 margin payment as
current high feed and premium hay costs were considered in payment calculations.

More Information

In addition to DMC, USDA offers other risk management tools for dairy producers, including
the Dairy Revenue Protection (DRP) plan that protects against a decline in milk revenue (yield
and price) and the Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) plan, which provides protection against the
loss of the market value of livestock minus the feed costs. Both DRP and LGM livestock
insurance policies are offered through the Risk Management Agency. Producers should
contact their local crop insurance agent for more information.

For more information on DMC, visit the DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service
Center.

Farmers Can Now Make 2023 Crop Year Elections,
Enroll in Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss
Coverage Programs

Agricultural producers can now change election and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage programs for the 2023 crop year, two key safety net
programs offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Signup began Monday, and
producers have until March 15, 2023, to enroll in these two programs. Additionally, USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA) has started issuing payments totaling more than $255 million to
producers with 2021 crops that have triggered payments through ARC or PLC.

2023 Elections and Enrollment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide
crop-by-crop protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although
election changes for 2023 are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each
year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm and makes an election change
for 2023, they must sign a new contract.
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If producers do not submit their election by the March 15, 2023 deadline, their election
remains the same as their 2022 election for crops on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in
either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.

Covered commadities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe,
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain
rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower
seed and wheat.

Web-Based Decision Tools

In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based
decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data
specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:

e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of
lllinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO and
PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M that allows
producers to obtain basic information regarding the decision and factors that should
be taken into consideration such as future commaodity prices and historic yields
to estimate payments for 2022.

2021 Payments and Contracts

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual
county yields and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA processed
payments to producers enrolled in 2021 ARC-CO, ARC-IC and PLC for covered commodities
that triggered for the crop year.

For ARC-CO, producers can view the 2021 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues online
database, for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For
PLC, payments have triggered for rapeseed and peanuts.

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information
pertaining to 2021 payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the crop
and farm to determine benchmark yields and actual year yields when calculating revenues.

By the Numbers

In 2021, producers signed nearly 1.8 million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out
of 273 million base acres were enrolled in the programs. For the 2022 crop year signed
contracts surpassed 1.8 million, to be paid in the fall of 2023, if a payment triggers.

Since ARC and PLC were first authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 2018
Farm Bill, these safety-net programs have paid out more than $34.9 billion to producers of
covered commodities.

Crop Insurance Considerations
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ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes crop
insurance and marketing assistance loans.

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enroliments can impact eligibility for
some crop insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on
farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on
that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that
farm.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your
local USDA Service Center.

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage
reporting for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as
well as updated the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.”

Reporting Cover Crops:

Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories:

e Cereals and other grasses

e Legumes

e Brassicas and other broadleaves
e Mixtures

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated
according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and
the acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop.

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date:

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed
and the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date
when the new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership
and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this
policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to
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determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change
occurred to permit the revision.

Acreage Reports:

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports.
Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in
ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more
than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.

Reporting Grazing Allotments:

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use form “FSA-
578" to report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit”
field. Your local FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of
public land.

Definitions of Terms

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU)
(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition
of fallow or skip row.

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where
cultivated land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular
growing season.

For more information, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any
changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business
name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the
addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to your operation
in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form
CCC-902.

To update your records, contact your County USDA Service Center.

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your
Farm Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation provisions
of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural commodities
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(crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on
land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history prior to December
23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that
ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system
on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This
includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and
conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation
programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual
tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and
Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into
production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect
wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the
wetland conservation provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your
local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly
erodible land and wetland conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center.

Five Facts About the United States Drought
Monitor

This is likely no surprise to you, but drought persists across the western U.S. and is
intensifying in some areas. No geographic area is immune to the potential of drought at any
given time. The U.S. Drought Monitor provides a weekly drought assessment, and it plays an
important role in USDA programs that help farmers and ranchers recover from drought.

Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-related
decisions.

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly basis. It
categorizes the entire country as being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None and
Abnormally Dry (DO0), are not considered to be drought. The next four describe increasing
levels of drought: Moderate (D1), Severe (D2), Extreme (D3) and Exceptional (D4).

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought declarations
are made by federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the Drought Monitor to
inform their decisions. Some of the ways USDA uses it to determine a producer’s eligibility for
certain drought assistance programs, like the Livestock Forage Disaster
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Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres and to
“fast-track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.

Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data.

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. Precipitation
plays a major role in the creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s author

considers numerous indicators, including drought impacts and local insight from over 450
expert observers around the country. Authors use several dozen indicators to assess drought,
including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature and evaporative demand, soil
moisture and vegetation health. Because the drought monitor depicts both short and long-term
drought conditions, the authors must look at data for multiple timeframes. The final map
produced each week represents a summary of the story being told by all the pieces of data.
To help tell that story, authors don’t just look at data. They converse over the course of the
map-making week with experts across the country and draw information about drought
impacts from media reports and private citizens.

Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map.

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the drought
monitor. The map authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the National
Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic partner and
website host of the Drought Monitor), the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t — use their expertise to reconcile
the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a single assessment.

Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast.

The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week and
builds off the previous week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions
based on data for the week that ended the preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls on the
Wednesday just before the USDM'’s release won'’t be reflected until the next map is published.
This provides a consistent, week-to-week product and gives the author a window to assess
the data and come up with a final map.

Fact #5 — Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process.

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay on-
the-ground information from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each week.
That can include information that you contribute.

The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for
agricultural producers, and sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that drought
conditions in their area are worse than what the latest drought monitor shows. When the
author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at all available data for that area, to
see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture and other indicators
corroborate producer-submitted reports. This is the process that authors follow whether they
receive one report or one hundred reports, although reports from more points may help state
officials and others know where to look for impacts.

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations:
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1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American Association of
State Climatologists website.

2. Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors.

3. Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily
precipitation observations to the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network.

4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR.

For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatoloqist or
visit farmers.gov/protection-recovery.

USDA Service Centers Provide Free, One-on-One
Help for Farmers

At USDA, we are committed to helping farmers complete loan applications, environmental
reviews, and other paperwork free of charge. One-on-one support is available at more than
2,300 USDA Service Centers nationwide. USDA’s Farm Service Agency and Natural
Resources Conservation Service staff are usually co-located at these Service Centers and
can help guide farmers to the best USDA assistance based on their unique goals, whether it is
loans, conservation programs, or insurance.

Service Center staff can guide farmers through the process of preparing and submitting
required paperwork on their own, with no need to hire a paid preparer. Language translation
service is available in all USDA Service Centers, so one-on-one assistance with a Service
Center employee can be translated in real time for farmers requiring it. And while some
program and loan applications do have an administrative fee for filing, there is never a charge
for preparation services provided by USDA staff.

Farmers who work with the USDA Service Center can:

o Establish their farm by registering for a farm number, which is required for USDA
programs and assistance.

e Learn how to meet conservation compliance provisions.
o Verify eligibility for USDA programs.

o Discuss their business and conservation goals.

o Create a conservation plan.

e Fill out and file loan and program applications.

We are committed to delivering USDA programs and services to America’s farmers and
ranchers while taking safety measures in response to COVID-19. We encourage you to check
the status of your local USDA Service Center and make an appointment to discuss your
business needs.

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm
Records
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Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer,
tablet or phone. Capabilities include:

e View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields,
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more;

o View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you
time and money.

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for
producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new
enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are
members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with
FSA.

Managing USDA Business Online

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
e View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

e Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

e View and submit conservation requests.

e View technical references and submit questions.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts.
e Report practice completion and request practice certification.

e View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision
agriculture planting boundaries.

To access your information, you'll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov.
After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s
authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google
Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended browsers to access the
feature.

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also
has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans,
disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the
navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new webpages, including “Get
Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more about these changes.



https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eauth.usda.gov%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbab86a5242d241d2239208dacbf1bab5%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638046536333794931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TU82%2F%2BhvR9RvyFkSQLTXgPPS%2BQSLXGd30%2BXcg%2FbVDfk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/sign-in?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/get-involved?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/get-involved?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/common-forms?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/translations?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/blog/growing-farmersgov/streamlining-how-you-find-information-farmersgov?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

USDA Updates Farm Loan Programs to Increase
Equity

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating its farm loan programs to better
support current borrowers, including historically underserved producers. These improvements
are part of USDA’s commitment to increase equity in all programs, including farm loans that
provide important access to capital for covering operating expenses and purchasing land and
equipment.

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized FSA to provide equitable relief to certain direct loan borrowers,
who are non-compliant with program requirements due to good faith reliance on a material
action of, advice of, or non-action from an FSA official. Previously, borrowers may have been
required to immediately repay the loan or convert it to a non-program loan with higher interest
rates, less favorable terms, and limited loan servicing.

Now, FSA has additional flexibilities to assist borrowers in such situations. If the agency
provided incorrect guidance to an existing direct loan borrower, the agency may provide
equitable relief to that borrower. FSA may assist the borrower by allowing the borrower to
keep their loans at current rates or other terms received in association with the loan which
was determined to be noncompliant or the borrower may receive other equitable relief for the
loan as the Agency determines to be appropriate.

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local loan officials to ensure they fully
understand the wide range of loan and servicing options available that can assist them in
starting, expanding or maintaining their operation.

Additional Updates

Equitable relief is one of several changes authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill that USDA has
made to the direct and guaranteed loan programs. Other changes that were previously
implemented include:

e Modifying the existing three-year farming experience requirement for Direct Farm
Ownership loans to include additional items as acceptable experience.

e Allowing socially disadvantaged and beginning farmer applicants to receive a
guarantee equal to 95%, rather than the otherwise applicable 90% guarantee.

e Expanding the definition of and providing additional benefits to veteran farmers.

o Allowing borrowers who received restructuring with a write down to maintain eligibility
for an Emergency loan.

e Expanding the scope of eligible issues and persons covered under the agricultural
Certified Mediation Program.

Additional information on these changes is available in the March 8, 2022 rule on the Federal
Reaqister.

More Background

FSA has taken other recent steps to increase equity in its programs. Last summer, USDA
announced it was providing $67 million in competitive loans through its new Heirs’ Property
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Relending Program to help agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land
ownership and succession issues. FSA also invested $4.7 million to establish partnerships
with organizations to provide outreach and technical assistance to historically underserved
farmers and ranchers, which contributed to a fourfold increase in participation by historically
underserved producers in the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2), a key
pandemic assistance program, since April 2021.

Additionally, in January 2021, Secretary Vilsack announced a temporary suspension of past-
due debt collection and foreclosures for distressed direct loan borrowers due to the economic
hardship imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discover Tool on
farmers.gov (also available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center.
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other
digital tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors.
Producers can contact their local Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment
to discuss loan options.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance
their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can
help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to
borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best
fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals,
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These
guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking
the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan
information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.
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About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with
an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process
transactions, and manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My
Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history,
payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that
can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov.

‘Untangling the Web’ for Better Access to NRCS
Resources

The words “new” and “improved” have been widely used to sell numerous goods and services,
so we can understand your potential skepticism when those terms are applied to the NRCS
website. If you haven’t checked out our enhanced web presence, we invite you to give it a test
drive and let us know what you think.

The address is the same — nrcs.usda.gov — but the site has been redesigned to support and
enhance NRCS' mission to deliver relevant, timely, customer-focused information in an easy-
to-navigate platform. You’ll notice a certain “family resemblance” with other USDA and federal
agency websites, including farmers.gov, but the content is all conservation-oriented.

We’ve made the site leaner and improved navigation to help agricultural producers learn more
about our programs and services and get more timely assistance. Content has also been
formatted to meet accessibility standards for the blind and visually impaired and to work well
on mobile devices like phones and tablets.

The Virginia pages are nested under the Conservation Basics tab on the updated national site
(Conservation by State) and can be accessed directly at va.nrcs.usda.gov. Look for additional
features and content in the coming weeks and months.

Selected Interest Rates for November

90-Day Treasury Bill 3.00%

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 4.375%
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Farm Ownership Loans — Direct

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher
Emergency Loans

Farm Storage Facility Loans - (7 years)

Commodity Loans 1996-Present
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Virginia FSA State Office

1606 Santa Rosa Road, Suite 138
Richmond, VA 23229

Phone: 804-287-1503 Fax: 855 -621-5866

Office Hours 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Dr. Ronald M. Howell, Jr. Helene McGann
State Executive Director Administrative Officer

H.L. Kellam
Rodney Young
Chief Farm Programs

Whitney Foster
Chief Farm Loan Programs

Diane Lenoir-Giles
Public Relations/Outreach Specialist
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